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like sheep without a shepherd, and were dispersed
without difficulty by General Magnan and his
soldiers. The rest of the day passed peacefully
until the evening, by which time the demagogues
had succeeded in rousing some of the mob, and
barricades were thrown up in various districts
of the capital. The response, however, was
nothing like the risings of 1848 ; nevertheless, the
situation began to look ugly. On the 3rd and 4th
of December, intermittent fighting took place. At
one point, during the afternoon of the 4th, the
troops undoubtedly got out of hand ; goaded by
the taunts and missiles of the mob, they opened
fire without orders, and some scores of casualties
resulted. This episode has been grandiosely
described by the more bitter republican writers,
such as Victor Hugo, as " the Massacre of the
Boulevards," but the description hardly bears
investigation, and the impartial student is forced
to admit that no responsibility can be ascribed to
the President or even Saint Arnaud. Altogether,
the success of the coup d'fiat was achieved with the
loss of some five hundred lives, including the
casualties amongst the troops. During the height
of the rioting Louis Napoleon had created a good
impression by driving down the Faubourg Saint-
Antoine in his carriage without any escort. The
mob, amazed at this display of courage, gave him
a friendly reception, some even shouting " Vive